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The Recreation and Wellness Center will serve as a catalyst to 
connect the lower portions of campus with the upper portions 
on the hilltop, reducing the perceived divide between the two 
regions. Replacing the O’Hara Garage and the LRDC, the 
Recreation and Wellness Center will integrate recreation, fitness, 
student life, and academic spaces.

Pitt seeks to make the Recreation and Wellness Center a show 
case for sustainable design by employing active design, best 
management practices for stormwater, attacking the campus 
topography to create better connections for improved pedestrian 
experiences, leveraging design to promote a healthier lifestyle, 
and enabling better opportunities for person-powered mobility.

The facility will utilize a series of stacked indoor recreation spaces 
traversing the height of the hillside and will provide an internal 
vertical circulation system. The design will also integrate wellness 
and student dining. A parking structure may be incorporated 
into the facility, utilizing the existing University Drive to organize 
garage circulation and ease traffic congestion, particularly during 
athletic events. 

The Recreation and Wellness Center is an opportunity to 
resolve recreational shortcomings on the Pitt campus, embrace 
topography, create new connections, and enhance the areas 
around and north of O’Hara Street.

Site 7A | Recreation and Wellness Center

SITE 

LOCATION

Area bounded by O'Hara Street and 
University Drive A, and Allen Hall, Van 
de Graff Building, and Thomas Detre 
Hall. Site presently occupied by O'Hara 
Garage and LRDC. 

ALLOWABLE 

USES

Entertainment/Public Assembly, 
Education, Office, Retail, Food Sales and 
Service, Parking.

MAXIMUM 

GROSS 

FLOOR AREA

400,000 GSF (does not include below 
grade basement or garage)

MAXIMUM 

PARKING
450 spaces

SETBACKS

O’Hara Street, 10 ft (contextual to match 
existing street wall of Thomas Detre Hall 
and Allen Hall);

From WPIC and WPIC Garage, 0 ft;

Build-to line along western wall of LRDC 
Building.

MAXIMUM 

HEIGHT
190 ft, or contextual to height of Thomas 
Detre Hall. 

STEP BACKS

A step back at northern edge will create 
a lower mass with a maximum height of 
135 ft (measured from O'Hara Street) 
to match the elevation of the Petersen 
Events Center north plaza.
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O’Hara Garage and LRDC - Present Day

Open Space: The 10 ft setback along O’Hara St is intended 
to activate the street as part of a University Street vocabulary. 
In addition to the potential of accommodating large interior 
recreation spaces, an outdoor open space and/or plaza should 
be considered on the roof of the lower volume. This space could 
potentially connect to the open space network at the top of the 
hill. Another open space should be considered on the site of the 
LRDC building. 

Circulation and Access: The primary building entry should be 
located along O’Hara Street, but other entry points at different 
heights may address the main recreation spaces. The building 
should accommodate a pedestrian route that intends to connect 
the upper campus with the lower campus. Entries for parking 
and service should be located on the eastern and western edges 
of the site, allowing University Drive A to be extended into the 
development. An option to continue University Dr A west to 
Terrace/De Soto St may be considered. A mid-block pedestrian 
connection across O’Hara St should be provided to facilitate 
north-south movement between the development and Benedum 
Hall.

Height and Massing: The main bulk of the building should be 
situated along O’Hara St, not to exceed the height of Benedum 
Hall. A lower mass matching the height of the Petersen Events 
Center north plaza, should be considered to provide a pedestrian 
connection between the north Plaza and the Rec Center, 
providing an opportunity to connect both spaces. Supporting 
elements may project above the 135’ height. 

Architectural Elements: This building should be iconic due 
to its high visibility and importance on the Pitt campus. A highly 
desirable visual connection to the Cathedral of Learning should 
be maintained. The use of glass should be encouraged to 
provide natural light for recreation spaces as well as to provide 
users views of the Cathedral of Learning.  

Ground Floor Use: Active uses should be oriented along 
O’Hara St, along the proposed open space (currently occupied 
by the LRDC building). Active uses should also be considered for 
spaces fronting the plaza if pedestrian paths are provided.

Allowable Building Envelope
Suggested Active Frontage
Suggested Service/Parking Access
Provision for Open Space
Suggested Pedestrian Connection
Suggested Vehicular Connection


