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Lower Hillside District Description
The Lower Hillside District has served as the original core of 
the campus, ever since the University relocated to Oakland in 
1907. It is currently home of several of the University’s physical 
sciences departments, including Chemistry, Astronomy, and 
Physics. In addition, the District contains a significant healthcare 
facility operated by UPMC. Most of this district is built-out and 
well utilized. Areas of opportunity next to Eberly Hall and behind 
the Chevron Science Center were addressed in the 2003 and 
2008 IMPs, but these are not currently considered to be an area 
of growth for the University.  

The current IMP identifies three new ten-year opportunity 
sites. One of these sites replaces the O’Hara Garage and 
the LRDC, creating a real opportunity to facilitate additional 
pedestrian movement from lower to upper campuses. 
However, the topography is challenging and will be a critical 
factor in determining constructability. Expansion of the WPIC 
and additional university housing are identified for the other 
development sites within this district. Portions of the Lower 
Hillside District are Designated Landslide Prone Area - 25% 
Slope or Greater.
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Lower Hillside District Architectural Inventory 
The University owns all structures in the Lower Hillside District and all, but three, have 
frontage on O’Hara Street, an east-west street between De Soto Street and Bigelow 
Boulevard. The remaining buildings are accessed from University Drive A and B. The 
rest are surrounded by University Drive “A”. This district houses primarily academic, 
research, healthcare and parking functions. Thomas Detre Hall houses the Department 
of Psychiatry and the Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, a part of UPMC Health 
System. LRDC houses scholars working in education and psychological research. Allen 
Hall contains offices, classrooms and labs for the Physics and Astronomy Departments. 
Old Engineering Hall, Thaw Hall, and SRCC are also physical sciences academic 
buildings with offices, classrooms and labs. Chevron Science Center and Eberly Hall is 
home to the University’s Chemistry Department. New development within this district will 
support the University’s need for additional student life space as well as the expansion of 
the WDIC.

Learning Research & Development Center (LRDC)

A uniquely modern building, designed by Harrison and Abramovitz and completed in 
1975, the LRDC sits at a sloping angle, its façade almost parallel to the upper campus 
hillside. LRDC acts as an interdisciplinary center focusing on researches in learning, 
education and psychological aspects of human beings. Although it is shaped like a giant 
escalator built into the hillside, the original design intent to link O’Hara Street and the 
hilltop by a series of escalators was never implemented. It is clad with dark brown brick, 
bronze metal panels, and bronze window framing.

Eberly Hall

Dedicated in 1921 and renamed in 1998 after the Eberly family for its long-term support 
of the University, Eberly Hall was designed by architect Benno Janssen. Constructed of 
light brick with limestone trim, it is a linear building sited parallel to the steep slope along 
University Drive B. Originally known as Alumni Hall, this was the first building to depart 
from the Acropolis Plan (although still featuring Greek Revival architecture). It most 
recently underwent a major renovation in 2010 and currently houses Pitt’s Center for 
Simulation and Modeling.

Old Engineering Hall

Originally built in 1955 to house the School of Engineering, the seven floor building links 
Allen to Thaw Halls and to the Van de Graaff Building. The building’s stripped classicist 
style includes Greek ornamentation in respect to its older neighbors. Old Engineering Hall 
is set back further from the street and fronted by a small forecourt, allowing the sides of 
Allen and Thaw Halls solar access. In 1971, the School of Engineering was relocated into 
Benedum Hall and the building temporarily housed a few departments on campus, from 
psychology to art instruction labs.

Allen Hall

One of Pitt’s oldest buildings, Allen Hall was dedicated in 1915. Though designed in 
the Greek Revival Style, it represents a slight departure from the Acropolis Plan. This 
was due to the six-story granite and brick building, designed by J.H. Giesey, originally 
being built for the Mellon Institute, which, though initially affiliated with Pitt, became its 
own institution. The building was handed over to the University in 1939 and became the 
home for the School of Medicine until 1955. Allen Hall, named after a former Pitt physics 
professor, is currently home to Pitt’s Department of Physics and Astronomy. 

Chevron Science Center & Annex

Completed in 1974, the Chevron Science Center sits on the site of the former State Hall, 
one of the few completed Acropolis Plan buildings. This brutalist building consists of a 
tall classroom/lab tower (one of the tallest buildings on campus) and a lower lecture hall 
wing. Named after Chevron after a grant to the University in 1985, it is home to Pitt’s 
Department of Chemistry. An addition to Chevron Science Hall, completed in 2011 and 
located over the lecture hall wing, was designed by Wilson Architects and Renaissance 
3 Architects in a contemporary style.

University Owned Buildings

CODE BUILDING NAME GSF STORIES HEIGHT
YEAR 
BUILT

ADDITION ARCHITECT
ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE

MATERIALS
HISTORIC 
DESIGNATIONS

BROAD USE

420
Learning Research 
& Devel Center 
(LRDC)

107,070 13 150' 1975 Harrison & 
Abramovitz Modernist

Brown brick, 
bronze metal 
panels and 
window 
framing

Education

422 Eberly Hall 67,917 4 50' 1921 Benno Janssen Greek Revival
Cream Brick 
with limestone 
accents

Education

439 Old Engineering 
Hall 71,941 3 96' 1955 Modernist Limestone 

base, tan brick Education

461 Allen Hall 58,219 6 69' 1915 J. H. Giesey Greek Revival

"Granite on 
lower stories; 
Brick on the 
upper stories"

Education

464 Chevron Science 
Center & Annex 259,545 18 229'

1972 
/ ANX 
2011

Kuhn, 
Newcomer & 
Valentour

International Concrete, 
glass, steel Education

465
Space Research 
Coordination 
Center (SRCC)

41,839 3 74' 1965 Deeter & Ritchey International Tan brick Education

489 Thaw Hall 55,033 6 77' 1909 Henry 
Hornbostel Greek Revival Tan brick

Contributing 
Property to 
the Schenley 
Farms National 
Register 
Historic 
District, 
Historic 
landmark of  
the Pittsburgh 
History and 
Landmarks 
Foundation

Education

491 Van de Graaff 
Building 44,456 5 65' 1964 Tan brick Education

587
Thomas Detre 
Hall of the WPIC & 
Addition

187,705 8 224' 1936 1982 Raymond 
Marlier Art Deco

"Stone on the 
base; 
Brick on the 
upper levels"

Education
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Civic Realm Inventory
The Lower Hillside refers to the lowest elevations of the hill which slopes down to meet 
the urban fabric of Oakland at O’Hara Street. The district is densely developed and 
almost all available building area along O’Hara Street has been utilized. Most of the 
buildings are academic facilities, primarily for the natural sciences. Three of the buildings, 
Thaw Hall, Eberly Hall and Allen Hall were built as part of, or to complement the 
Acropolis Plan. These classically styled buildings, along with Old Engineering Hall and 
Van de Graff Hall are low or mid-rise structures. The Chevron Science Center, located on 
the east side of the site, is a high-rise building occupied by the Chemistry Department. 
The LRDC building, a modern structure, was designed to include a future escalator to 
connect the Upper and Lower Campus zones. 

O’Hara Street, the primary street within the zone, connects the Medical Center District 
to the west and the neighboring residential community of Schenley Farms to the east. 
The classical architecture, setbacks and generous landscaping make O’Hara Street 
an attractive urban campus street. University Drive A, which links the Lower and 
Upper Campus, is more park-like in character, winding its way up the hill. It is lined by 
attractive, mature trees. The northern portions of the Lower Hillside District are relatively 
undeveloped, as the property ownership and the steep slopes make development 
difficult. 

Urban Design Guidelines
The district shall use O’Hara Street as its primary organizing element. Primary building 
facades and entries, when possible, should face O’Hara Street, also taking advantage 
of south-facing solar access. Most of this district is built-out and well utilized. The hilly 
areas behind existing buildings have sufficient space for additional structures. The site 
topography allows for buildings with entrances at grade on several levels to strengthen 
the academic core.

New development within the Lower Hillside District should be compliant with the General 
Urban Design Guidelines and should be compatible with the character and scale of the 
existing buildings within the District. Some of the Lower Hillside District is included in the 
Oakland Civic Center Historic District and is adjacent to the Schenley Farms National 
Historic District. New construction within the district should not replicate the historic 
fabric but should incorporate materials and details that are compatible with the existing 
19th and 20th century buildings. Development within the Oakland Civic Center Historic 
District must comply with the Design Guidelines governing the district.

Some development sites are located along O’Hara Street and therefore should follow 
the recommendations for streetscape improvements identified in the General Urban 
Design Guidelines for campus spine streets.

Space Research Coordination Center (SRCC)

Completed in 1965 after Pitt won a NASA grant in 1962, SRCC originally served as a 
center for students studying engineering, natural sciences, social sciences, and health 
topics related to the aerospace field. The relatively small, four story brutalist style building 
is made of concrete and brick and is connected to Thaw Hall, unfortunately obliterating 
the latter building’s monumental main entry. Today, SRCC houses classrooms, labs, 
and main offices of the University’s Department of Geology and Planetary Science and 
offices, including those from the Department of Physics and Astronomy.

Thaw Hall

Thaw Hall is the sole survivor of Henry Hornbostel’s 1907 Acropolis Plan, the original 
master plan for the University after relocation to Oakland. The five story Greek revival style 
building featuring stone, brick and terra cotta was completed in 1910. Named after Pitt 
trustee and benefactor Benjamin Thaw, it was originally home to the School of Engineering. 
Thaw Hall, directly connected to Old Engineering Hall and SRCC, is currently home to 
Pitt’s Department of Physics and Astronomy and a few other departments, including the 
Architectural Studies Program, Archaeology, Asian Languages, and Chemistry.

Van de Graaff Building

Also known as the Nuclear Physics Laboratory, this building was built as an annex to 
Old Engineering Hall in 1964. It houses the world’s first 3-stage Van de Graaff particle 
accelerator, which was financed with a grant from the National Science Foundation. 
Several upgrades and renovations have been undertaken in recent years, adding a 
cleanroom and a nanoscience laboratory. Tucked into the hillside behind Allen Hall 
and Old Engineering Hall, the utilitarian Van de Graaff Building does not project a large 
presence into its surrounding context.

Thomas Detre Hall of the WPIC & Addition

Thomas Detre Hall is home to WPIC, UPMC’s primary mental health institution. In 
addition, the building is home to Pitt’s department of Psychiatry. Housing 400 inpatient 
beds, the Art Deco building was completed in 1940. Over the years, there have been 
several additions to the building, all located behind the O’Hara Street façade. A parking 
garage, constructed in the 1960s, facilitates emergency vehicle access to the rear of the 
building. The building was renamed to Thomas Detre Hall, a former head of WPIC and 
pioneer in drug-based treatments, in 2000. 

O’Hara Garage

Not usually counted in building inventories because it does not have any program 
(besides parking), the 447 space O’Hara Garage was completed in the 1960s. The 
garage elevators are sometimes used by students as vertical circulation to connect to 
the hilltop. However, the poor condition of the garage, as well as its outdated design, will 
necessitate total replacement in the near future. 


