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6 | LOWER CAMPUS
DISTRICT
Lower Campus District Description
b

The Lower Campus District, together with the Cathedral District,
is the hub of activity of the Lower campus. It is an intensively
developed, highly trafficked area. Buildings within this district are
large in scale and are all University owned.
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Most of this Lower Campus District is built-out and well utilized.
There is an opportunity for future infill and redevelopment in key
areas of the district. Development sites within this district include
expansion of the podium at Litchfield Towers, an infill project
between Lawrence Hall and Hillman Library, an addition to
Posvar Hall, and redevelopment of the existing low-rise housing
at Bouquet Gardens. The latest project in the district, Bouquet
Gardens J, listed in the prior 2010 IMP, has been completed.
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Lower Campus District Architectural Inventory

CODE

The Lower Campus District includes a mixture of residential, dining, library, classroom
and student activity space. Litchfield Towers and adjacent residence halls house almost
3,200 undergraduate students.
This District is home to the William Pitt Union, the primary student center on campus
for gathering, eating and participating in student activities. This District also houses the
primary undergraduate and law libraries, as well as Wesley Posvar Hall, Mervis Hall,
Sennott Square and the group of residential buildings at Bouquet Gardens, bordering
the South Oakland neighborhood.

CODE

425

426

BUILDING NAME

GSF

David Lawrence Hall 80,115

Barco Law

STORIES

3

145,947 7

HEIGHT

50'

106'

YEAR
BUILT

ADDITION ARCHITECT

ARCHITECTURAL
STYLE

MATERIALS

HISTORIC
BROAD USE
DESIGNATIONS

1968

Johnstone, McMillin &
Brutalist
Associates

Cast in place concrete,
concrete panels

1976

Johnstone,
Newcomer &
Valentour (now VEBH
Architects, P.C.)

Precast concrete
panels

Education

Brutalist

Mervis Hall

86,695

4

105'

1983

IKM/SGE

Concrete base, curtain
wall

Education

434

Wesley W. Posvar
Hall

732,921 8

120'

1978

Johnstone Newcomer
Brutalist
& Valentour

Limestone

Education

1968

Celli-Flynn and
Associates coordinating
architects
Kuhn, Newcomer &
Modernist
Valentour - associated
architects
Harrison & Abramovitz
- consulting architects

Indiana limestone

Hillman Library

255,219 7

91'

Timeless Award
for Enduring
Design from
the Pittsburgh
Education
chapter of
the American
Institute of
Architects

475

William Pitt Union

181,140 10

137'

1897

Rutan & Russell

Beaux Arts

Limestone and Brick

Entertainment/
Public
Assembly

477

Amos Hall

114,279 13

121'

1923

Henry Hornbostel,
Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood

Beaux Arts

"Limestone base;
Tan brick on upper
levels"

Residential

478

Brackenridge Hall

65,793

13

121'

1923

Henry Hornbostel,
Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood

Beaux Arts

"Limestone base;
Tan brick on upper
levels"

Residential

479

Bruce Hall

92,445

12

121'

1923

Henry Hornbostel,
Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood

Beaux Arts

"Limestone base;
Tan brick on upper
levels"

Residential

480

Holland Hall

177,134 13

121'

1923

Henry Hornbostel,
Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood

Beaux Arts

"Limestone base;
Tan brick on upper
levels"

Residential

481

McCormick Hall

48,550

121'

1923

Henry Hornbostel,
Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood

Beaux Arts

"Limestone base;
Tan brick on upper
levels"

Residential
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GSF

STORIES

HEIGHT

YEAR
BUILT

ADDITION ARCHITECT

ARCHITECTURAL
STYLE

HISTORIC
BROAD USE
DESIGNATIONS

MATERIALS

Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof
Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, pitched
roof

539

Bouquet Gardens A 19,708

4

40'

1999

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens B 19,708

4

40'

1999

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens C 19,708

4

40'

1999

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens D 19,708

4

40'

2000

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens E 19,708

4

40'

2000

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens F

14,781

4

40'

2000

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens G 19,708

4

40'

2000

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens H 19,708

4

40'

2000

Renaissance 3
Architects, P.C.

Post-modern

539

Bouquet Gardens J

64,800

4

50'

2011

Perkins Eastman Contemporary

Tan brick base, light
horizontal siding, flat roof

Residential

658

Litchfield Tower
A-C

487,731 16-22

235'

1964

Deeter & Ritchey International

Precast concrete, steel

Residential

733

Sennott Square

247,497 6

111'

2002

JSA Inc.

Limestone, granite,
precast concrete and
brick

Education

432

451

BUILDING NAME

81

International

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

University Owned Buildings
David Lawrence Hall
Designed by Johnstone, McMillin & Associates, Lawrence Hall was completed in 1968,
when it was known as Common Facilities Building. A major renovation was completed in
2015. The building houses classrooms and lecture halls for courses in disciplines across
the arts and sciences, a 998-seat auditorium (typically separated into two rooms) and a
popular 24-hour computer lab.

Barco Law Building
The building, completed in 1976, is a classic example of brutalist architecture. Designed
by Johnstone, Newcomer & Valentour, the building currently houses Pitt’s School
of Law. One very special feature found inside the building is the oak-paneled Teplitz
Memorial Moot Courtroom which includes a seven-seat judges’ bench, jury and press
boxes, counselors’ tables, judges’ chambers, jury room, and a striking 24x36-foot
mosaic created by Pitt’s Virgil Cantini (1919-2009). The school also houses a three-story
law library that boasts state of art law research facilities and collections for student and
faculty.
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Mervis Hall
Dedicated in 1983, Mervis Hall was built on the former site of Forbes Field, home of
baseball’s Pittsburgh Pirates from 1909 to 1970. It currently houses the Joseph M.
Katz Graduate School of Business. The building underwent a major renovation in 2007,
featuring a 3,000 sf financial lab with real-time stock market data, a financial trading
simulator, stock tickers, tote display boards, computer stations, live news feed and
classrooms. The field’s flagpole and a portion of the left and center field walls still stand,
just outside Mervis Hall and adjacent to the building’s left plaza.
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Schenley Quadrangle Residences (Amos, Brackenridge, Bruce, Holland and
McCormick Halls)
Schenley Quad contains five of the University’s 14 residence halls. The five high
rise residence halls, built between 1922 and 1924, are the former historic Schenley
Apartments, designed by Henry Hornbostel, with collaboration from Rutan & Russell and
Eric Fisher Wood. Originally, they were homes of well-to-do Pittsburghers. The University
acquired them in December 1956 and renovated them as residence halls.

Bouquet Gardens A-J
Wesley W. Posvar Hall
Posvar Hall was designed by a consortium of architects, including Louis Valentour of
Johnstone, Newcomer & Valentour. Unmistakably Brutalist in style, the building was
completed in 1978 and remains the largest academic-use-only building on campus. The
building sits on the former site of Forbes Field, home of the Pittsburgh Pirates from 1909
to 1970. It incorporates many reminders left from the park - home plate is preserved
and embedded in glass, a commemorative plaque notes the last two games played on
the field and brick inlaid into the concrete sidewalk outside the building marks the line of
Forbes Field’s outfield wall.

Hillman Library
As the largest of the 17 libraries on campus, the five-story Hillman Library contains
approximately 1.5 million volumes, over 200 computer stations, study capacity for 1,500
users, service points, a media center, specialized collections and more - focusing mainly
on the humanities and social sciences. The design of the library, led by Celli-Flynn and
Associates, was completed in 1968. The limestone clad modernist building sits on a
plinth that is elevated above street level. The glass ground floor is recessed allowing the
vertical pattern of windows and stone panels to float above the plinth.

William Pitt Union
The William Pitt Union, one of Pitt’s oldest buildings, occupies a former luxury hotel, the
Hotel Schenley designed by architects Rutan & Russell. When the hotel first opened
its door in 1898, the beaux-arts building hosted every U.S. president from Theodore
Roosevelt to Dwight Eisenhower as well as other famous individuals such as American
singer-actress Lillian Russell, Italian tragedian Eleonora Duse and Neapolitan-born
tenor Enrico Caruso. In 1956, the building was sold to Pitt which converted it to the
University’s student union in 1983. Today it serves as the hub of Pitt’s student life
activities and home to more than 300 student organizations. It features two dining
rooms, a variety of lounge, event and performance spaces, University organization and
media related office spaces and the WPTS radio station.
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Designed by Renaissance 3 Architects, P.C., Bouquet Gardens A-H is a four-story
garden style apartment complex clustered around courtyards connected by an
interior pathway. Each building contains sixteen four-person units with two bathrooms
apartments. The expansion, Bouquet Gardens building J, designed by Perkins Eastman,
and completed in 2011, is a 5 story suite style residence hall with ground floor amenities
shared by the entire Bouquet Gardens complex.

Litchfield Towers A-C Complex
Originally designed by Deeter & Ritchey in 1960, Litchfield Towers A-C, the largest
student housing complex on campus houses approximately 1,800 undergraduate
students. The three buildings are connected by the first level, Towers Lobby, which
features the University’s one stop student services needs, student mailroom, vending,
email kiosks and laundry facilities. The lower level houses the main dining facility, Market
Central and a 24-hour gym.

Sennott Square
Completed in 2002, Sennott Square is home to the Department of Psychology,
Department of Computer Science, the College of Business Administration and the
School of Law’s Civil Practice Clinic. The building is comprised of six floors with the
first level includes retail space and parking, Sennott Square is the first Pitt building to
incorporate green construction techniques throughout.
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Civic Realm Inventory
Open space in the Lower Campus consists of urban lawn and park areas, developed
outdoor plazas, and small seating and planting areas. Open spaces are clustered
around the Cathedral of Learning and William Pitt Union. The smaller lawns and patios
at the William Pitt Union extend the green character of the Cathedral Lawn into the
campus core. These lawns are also the primary setting for informal outdoor meetings
and socializing.
Some of the Lower Campus urban plazas adjoining the modern buildings built in the
1960s and 1970s have not been successful in attracting people due to their large
expanses of paving and separation from major pedestrian circulation paths. One
particularly “unfriendly” area was the large plaza between Posvar Hall and Hillman
Library. Recently, the University embarked in a major landscaping project that involved
removal of large expanses of concrete paving, planting of trees and shrubs and provision
of benches, tables and chairs, changing this area into one of the most successful
outdoor spaces on campus for pedestrian circulation and passive recreation.

Urban Design Guidelines
Pedestrian connections between the student housing complexes and the academic
facilities to the south of Forbes Avenue are very important, as are the connections
between William Pitt Union and the Cathedral. Pedestrians compete with automobiles,
bicycles and, on Forbes Avenue. These difficult street crossings result in the
fragmentation of an area which ought to function in a more unified manner.
The Lower Campus core is characterized by significant academic and library facilities. All
of these buildings are relatively new; most were built as a result of the expansion of the
campus after the University became a State-related institution in the late 60’s and early
70’s.
Inviting pedestrian spaces and entry areas are essential for any new construction and
renovation of existing buildings. New facilities in this district should be designed to
reduce to the extent possible, the large scale of the buildings located south of Forbes
Avenue. Development of architectural “signature” structures is especially inappropriate in
this District due to the strength and large scale of the existing architecture.
The scale of the buildings and their density within the core dramatizes the need to
enhance pedestrian spaces and corridors. By providing pedestrian scale landscaping
(primarily tree planting and related pedestrian improvements) the lower campus open
space can be more strongly linked to Bouquet Street, Forbes Avenue and Schenley
Plaza. The renovation of Schenley Plaza has created a large, attractive open space for
leisure and recreation in the heart of the district. Pedestrian traffic patterns connecting
the campus with this major asset must be protected and enhanced.
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New structures in this District must use limestone as the primary building material. Glass
is also an acceptable material to complement the limestone, but the use of metal panels
and concrete block masonry as primary building material, are not an option due to the
proximity to the Cathedral of Learning.

