
TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPEUniversity of Pittsburgh Institutional Master Plan54 55
HILLSIDE DISTRICT

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

Hillside District Description
The Hillside District is the steepest topographic area of the 
campus. K. Leroy Irvis Hall (formerly Pennsylvania Hall) and the 
Fraternity Complex occupy the western area of the District. The 
Falk School, a K-6 laboratory school affiliated with Pitt’s School 
of Education, occupies the eastern edge of the District. The 
addition to the Falk School has been completed since the 2009 
IMP. 

The 2008 IMP provided guidelines for a development site on 
the surface parking lot between the Fraternity Complex and the 
Falk School. The Ten-Year Development Envelope maintains 
this development site and the approved uses, area, height and 
setbacks. The current IMP also identifies the existing Fraternity 
House Complex as a ten-year development site.
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CODE BUILDING NAME GSF STORIES HEIGHT
YEAR 
BUILT

ADDITION ARCHITECT
ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE

MATERIALS
HISTORIC 
DESIGNATIONS

BROAD USE

445 Falk School & 
Addition 91,767 5 40' 1932 2009

Jansen and 
Cochen,
Perkins Eastman 
(Addition)

Tudor
Indiana 
limestone

Education

594 Fraternity Complex 
Hillside 36,800 3 30' 1983 Contemporary

Tan split face 
block, metal 
panels

Residential

745 K. Leroy Irvis Hall 128,788 9 90' 2004 Perkins Eastman Contemporary

Tan brick, 
cream block 
base, metal 
panels

Residential

Hillside District Architectural Inventory 
The Hillside District is comprised of buildings representing a variety of 
architectural styles. There is little uniformity in materials although light natural 
colors dominate as seen in the stone, block and brick masonry. With the 
exception of the historic Falk School, the roofs within the district are flat. 

Civic Realm Inventory
Buildings within the Hillside District are set back from the street with a landscaped 
area of varying width between the sidewalk and the curb. Topography at the Fraternity 
Complex creates a significant drop from the sidewalk to the building entry. The majority 
of Allequippa Street is characterized by narrow curb sidewalks with lay-by lanes at the 
Falk School and the tennis courts. A narrow mow strip separates the sidewalk from the 
curb along University Drive in front of Irvis Hall. Steep topography prevents a sidewalk on 
the upper side of University Drive which is lined with parking. A series of sidewalks and 
stairs navigate the change in topography from Allequippa Street through the district and 
down to the lower campus.

Urban Design Guidelines
New development within the Hillside District should be compliant with the General Urban 
Design Guidelines and should be compatible with the character and scale of the existing 
buildings within the District.

University Owned Buildings

K. Leroy Irvis Hall (formerly known as Pennsylvania Hall)

K. Leroy Irvis Hall is a 9-story suite style 420-bed student residence hall. Designed by 
Perkins Eastman and completed in 2004, it has a light block base, tan brick body and 
grey horizontal metal panels cladding the top floor. A central vertical glass element 
marks the entry.

Fraternity Complex Hillside

The Fraternity Complex Hillside, completed in 1984, is comprised of four low rise 
units that each house 25 students. A newer, single unit building, sometimes known as 
Building 5, was constructed in the 1990s.  

Falk School + Addition

Fanny Edel Falk Elementary is a K-8 tuition-based campus laboratory school affiliated 
with Pitt’s School of Education. The original building is a 2-story grey stone tudor 
building designed by Janssen and Cochen and completed in 1932. An addition 
designed by Perkins Eastman was completed in 2009. The front facade of the new 
addition is designed to match the stone finish of the original building while the back of 
the building is more modern. As part of the school’s green design renovation, a green 
roof was installed to collect and recycle rainfall, lessening the amount of storm water 
draining into the city’s sewer system.


