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Forbes/Fifth Ave. District Description
The Forbes/Fifth District serves as the commercial and retail core 
of Oakland providing important amenities for the Pitt community 
as well as the surrounding neighborhood. The Forbes and Fifth 
corridors also serve as the hub of Oakland’s transportation 
network. Located on the fringes of the Pitt campus, this high-
density neighborhood houses a number of Pitt-owned buildings, 
as well as several buildings and spaces leased by Pitt and 
UPMC. There are 17 structures owned by the University, 11 of 
which are classified as Residential Use, four as Office, one as 
Technology/Service, and one as Services. 

Prior IMPs have not provided many guidelines for buildings or 
character in this district, as it is currently designated for OPR-C. 
The University of Pittsburgh should consider converting adjacent 
properties contiguous to the EMI District. However, Pitt, in 
concert with UPMC and other partners, is interested in improving 
the urban character of the Forbes and Fifth neighborhood 
through the development of an Innovation District. The vision 
for the Innovation District involves creating a cluster of multi-
tenant buildings that can leverage the commercialization and 
corporate-sponsored activities of numerous centers, institutes, 
and initiatives. 

The two ten-year development sites located in the Forbes and 
Fifth District are not currently zoned as EMI. However, there is 
a possibility that they could be rezoned to EMI within the time 
period governed by the IMP. Urban design guidelines have 
therefore been included for these sites.
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Forbes Pavilion

Forbes Pavilion is a six-story University residence hall located four blocks west of 
Litchfield Towers on Forbes Avenue. It houses 232 primarily first-year students. It also 
houses the Department of Parking, Transportation and Services as well as a student 
mail and print center. The building consists of two masses, a lower plinth with storefront 
offices and an upper portion consisting of three volumes connected by an enclosed 
walkway. Built in 1964, Forbes Pavilion was originally built as a nursing home. The 
University acquired and renovated the property in 1978.

3343 Forbes Ave (Gold Building)

Also known also as the Gold Building, 3343 Forbes was built in the late 1980s and was 
acquired by the University in 2000. It currently houses several research labs and is home 
to several departments, such as Health Sciences Core Research Facilities (HSCRF) and 
University Center for Social & Urban Research (UCSUR).

Forbes/Fifth Ave. District Architectural Inventory 
The Forbes/Fifth District features a dense urban character along its main arteries, 
Forbes Avenue and Fifth Avenue. In this area, there is a mix of highly diverse eclectic 
styles, as most buildings were erected in the first half of the 20th Century. Common 
materials within the District include curtain wall, limestone, brick, and terra cotta. The 
scale of the buildings varies significantly with heights ranging from approximately 30’ to 
150’. South of Sennott Street, the urban context changes to a predominately medium 
density residential character, mainly consisting of small, 2-3 story apartment buildings 
and attached single family houses (though many of these have been subdivided into 
apartment units for Pitt students). Materials in this area are predominately brick. 

University Owned Buildings
Eureka Building

Built in 1924 and acquired in 1993, the tan brick and limestone Eureka Building is 
currently home to Pitt’s Facilities Management department. 

Oakwood Apartments

Conveniently located close to the academic center of campus and central Oakland, the 
three story Oakwood Apartments features 20 furnished double and triple bedroom units. 
Built in 1945 as a privately owned apartment building, it was purchased by the University 
in 1971. 

CODE BUILDING NAME GSF STORIES HEIGHT
YEAR 
BUILT

ADDITION ARCHITECT
ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE

MATERIALS
HISTORIC 
DESIGNATIONS

BROAD USE

64 Eureka Building 36,606 4 70' 1924 Beaux Arts Limestone, 
tan brick Office

71 3343 Forbes 33,808 3 35' 1986 Post-modern Tan and 
grey stucco Technology/Service

74 Parkvale Building 15,230 6 80' 1911 Frederick J. 
Osterling Beaux Arts Limestone, 

tan brick Office

487 Forbes Pavilion 48,480 6 63' 1963 International 

Concrete 
block/
precast 
concrete

Residential

527 Oakwood 
Apartments 19,848 3 36' 1945 Post-war Tan brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 260 Oakland 2,834 3 33' 1936 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 261/263/265 7,560 3 33' 1934 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 262/264/266 4,644 3 33' 1936 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 268 Oakland 4,440 3 33' 1936 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 294/296/298 4,440 3 33' 1936 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 302/304/306 4,440 3 33' 1936 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 305 Oakland 19,092 3 33' 1934 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 310 Oakland 4,575 3 33' 1913 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

528 Franklin Complex  
- 318 Oakland 3,168 3 33' 1913 Post-war Red brick, 

flat roof Residential

584 Loeffler Building 29,544 4 50' 2007 Post-modern

Granite 
base, tan 
block base, 
red brick

Office

715 Oxford Building 105,581 8 116' 1992 Post-modern
Dark tinted 
curtain wall, 
gray granite

Office

777 University Public 
Safety Building 29,339 4 55' 2007 Strada, LLC Post-modern Tan brick Services

Franklin Complex 

The Franklin Complex refers to the collection of six primarily small brick apartment 
buildings built in the 1930s, and three detached rowhouses (converted to apartments) 
built in 1913. Like the Oakwood Apartments, the University purchased these buildings 
in 1971. Most buildings in the Franklin Complex are of low material condition and will 
require replacement in the coming years. 



TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPE
FORBES / FIFTH DISTRICT

University of Pittsburgh Institutional Master Plan48 49

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

Civic Realm Inventory
The Forbes/Fifth District is a mixture of neighborhood and University-oriented shops, 
restaurants, residential and office buildings. The storefronts along this corridor are mostly 
within the acceptable to very good condition category. There is some indication that the 
University and the surrounding community could support additional commercial space 
in this area. Over the past two decades, the University and UPMC have expanded 
their footprint along Forbes Avenue and Fifth Avenue. The Medical Center’s 250,000 
square foot addition to the Iroquois Building, the construction of Sennott Square by 
the University, the purchase of the Loeffler Building and the Parkvale Building have 
significantly increased the institutional presence along Forbes Avenue. 

There has been some additional development along the Forbes Avenue corridor in 
more recent years, namely the development of apartment blocks that cater primarily 
to the student population. Other recently completed buildings include a hotel and 
office building. The character of the district’s supporting retail has also been somewhat 
improved and diversified in recent years. However, the South Oakland community has 
voiced concern of the lack of a full-service grocery store, as well as other neighborhood 
services that cater to the non-student population. 

South Oakland below Forbes Avenue is primarily composed of single-family residential 
buildings. Many of these buildings have been converted to apartments, which are 
leased mostly to student tenants. There are also some office and retail uses just south of 
Forbes Avenue that are built at the same scale as this residential neighborhood

Urban Design Guidelines
New development within the Forbes/Fifth District should be compliant with the General 
Urban Design Guidelines and should be compatible with the character and scale of the 
existing buildings within the District. The height and bulk of new buildings should step 
down from Forbes Avenue toward the Central Oakland community.

The Forbes/Fifth Corridor is characterized by its mixed land use. Nowhere else in 
Oakland is the interaction between University, medical, residential and commercial uses 
more apparent. University and community uses must visibly interact along Forbes and 
Fifth Avenue. As such, the University image must be present, but must also coexist with 
its commercial and residential neighbors.

Pedestrian scale should be emphasized especially at building entries and street level. 
Street level commercial use architecturally defines the Forbes Avenue corridor. New 
buildings or major remodeling of existing buildings should visually reinforce the continuity 
of the commercial area by avoiding solid walls and strongly considering large glass 
surfaces at pedestrian level. University standards for exterior building lighting, canopies, 
building signs, sidewalk pattern, etc. along this corridor should be used to reinforce the 
University identity. For careful consideration should be given to the volume of pedestrian 
traffic along sidewalks and at busy intersections when establishing setbacks. All rooftop 
mechanical and related equipment must be completely concealed from pedestrians’ 
view.

Oxford Building

Sometimes referred to as the “Darth Vader Building” due to its use of black marble and 
its aggressive black glazing, the eight story Oxford Building was built by the University in 
1992. It houses offices of the department of Psychiatry.

Loeffler Building

The Loeffler Building was purchased by the University in 2003, and renovated shortly 
thereafter. The three-story red brick building, provides retail space on the ground floor 
and houses offices of the Department of Psychiatry. 

Public Safety Building

The University’s Public Safety Building located along Forbes Avenue serves as a 
gateway to the University. Opened in 2007, the four-story tan brick and sandstone 
building houses Pitt’s police department, which is the third largest in Allegheny County.

Parkvale Building

Built in 1911, the Parkvale Building is one of the latest additions to the Pitt campus, 
having been purchased by the University in 2018. The five story Beaux-arts Arts building 
has a unique history. Once known as the Flannery Building, the building was home to a 
large radium refinery on its top floor. The facility was so well known that Marie and Pierre 
Curie visited the building in 1921 when touring the US. Residual radioactivity on the 
upper floors lingered on for decades until the building was fully decontaminated in the 
early 2000s. 


