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This document is a preliminary draft of IMP section 5.3 Urban Design 
Guidelines. It is intended to be review by Pitt stakeholders and 
leadership, the community and relevant City agencies.  Based on the 
collective feedback the chapter will be revised and finalized.

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

5.3 URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

5.3.1 Goals of the Urban Design Guidelines

5.3.2 Architectural Guidelines

5.3.3 Site Development and Civic Realm

5.3.4 District Guidelines



TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPEUniversity of Pittsburgh Institutional Master Plan2 3

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

5.3  Urban Design Guidelines

5.3.1 Goals of the Urban Design Guidelines
The Urban Design Guidelines apply to both building and 
landscape projects identified in the ten-year development 
envelope. The guidelines are intended to create an enhanced 
campus environment that is compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhoods and districts. The guidelines are not meant to 
limit creativity or be prescriptive, but rather to establish a set of 
criteria that will foster design that is compatible with the existing 
campus as well as the urban context.

• University of Pittsburgh is situated in an urban environment 
approximately three miles east of the golden triangle.

• Campus possesses a vitality in diversity of visual 
characteristics and use group classifications.

• New buildings should consider the scale of the urban 
context.

• Reinforce the Cathedral of Learning as a focal point that 
remains the most prominent physical presence in the built 
environment.

• New development should align with the Guiding Principles 
of Envisioning the Future - Pittsburgh Campus Master Plan 
2019.

• New buildings should be compatible in scale with the 
existing urban context.

• New buildings and landscapes should enhance the 
pedestrian experience of campus and the urban context. 
Where appropriate, buildings should do this through ground 
floor activation and high visibility, while landscapes should 
do this by promoting open spaces for both the campus 
community and the surrounding neighborhoods.

• Material palettes and architectural details should contribute 
to a contextual and integrated aesthetic environment but 
should not replicate historic fabric or elements.

• Buildings and spaces should promote public art.

ZONING CODE REFERENCE 
905.03.D.4 (j) Urban Design Guidelines

The institutional master plan shall include design guidelines 
and objectives for new and renovated buildings and 
structures to assure their compatibility with supporting 
neighborhoods and districts and to minimize potential 
adverse impacts on historic structures and historic districts. 
Urban design guidelines shall include listings of appropriate 
materials, height, bulk, massing, and colors that will be used 
to guide the course of proposed and future development.

TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT SITES
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The Guidelines outline criteria for building form, architectural 
elements, landscape, and streetscape characteristics for each 
site identified in the ten-year development envelope.

Development on each site may occur in phases as required to 
align with the University programmatic needs and priorities. The 
aggregate of all phases is represented in the guidelines for each 
development site.

In addition to compliance with the Urban Design Guidelines, all 
development must comply with Pittsburgh Zoning Code Article 
VI. Development Standards as well as with applicable building 
codes, laws, acts, accessibility guidelines, and environmental 
regulations. 

BUILDING FORM

Height

Building heights are anticipated to maximize each project 
site based on building type and location; although, most of 
the structures will be contextual with surrounding or adjacent 
buildings. 

The height of new buildings should be sensitive to immediately 
adjacent buildings and spaces while creating or reinforcing 
the desired campus character. The maximum height for each 
development site is defined by the guidelines. Changes and 
variety in height along a building façade are encouraged for both 
functional and aesthetic purposes, as well as to limit any specific 
negative impacts on adjacent buildings, streets, or open spaces.

Building heights listed in these Guidelines shall follow the 
City of Pittsburgh Zoning Code, Article IX Measurements and 
Definitions, Chapter 925 Measurements, paragraph 925.07 
Height.

Massing

Massing is the combination of a building’s three-dimensional 
form and size. For most new buildings on campus, massing 
should relate to and reflect the building’s functions and interior 
program. Relationships and impacts of proposed new buildings 
on adjacent buildings, streets, open spaces, and views should 
be explored and considered thoroughly throughout the design 

process. Massing can be mediated through horizontal articulation 
by defining the base, middle, and/or top of the building. Vertical 
articulation utilizing recesses and projections can also mitigate 
large volumes, reduce the impact of long facades and express 
programmatic elements.

Alignments, Setbacks & Step Backs

The Guidelines define a maximum building envelope for each 
development site based on contextual heights, alignments, 
setbacks, and step backs. Appropriate alignments and setbacks 
of building facades are crucial for establishing the desired 
character of streetscapes and open spaces. Building step backs 
are used to maintain view corridors and ensure appropriate 
scale within the existing context. Key alignments are established 
by existing street walls and prominent adjacent buildings. An 
important goal of the Urban Design Guidelines is to activate and 
beautify key urban corridors.

In general, new buildings along main city streets should maintain 
a consistent street wall, though purposeful nonconformance is 
acceptable for plazas, courts, expanded outdoor seating zones, 
or other activating landscape design features.

Historic Building Preservation

The University of Pittsburgh intends to adopt Campus Design 
Principles (not guidelines or standards) that preserve the 
architectural heritage within the Oakland Civic Center Historic 
District as we promote innovative and contextual buildings and 
structures for new development. We realize buildings designated 
as iconic National Historic landmarks will receive special attention 
and consideration based upon the Architect of Record, Milestone 
Events, or Historic Individuals: Jonas Salk, Thomas Starzl, and 
Madame Curie to name a few. Interventions will be will be made 
to continue to preserve the integrity of the University’s iconic 
open spaces and its views and create a legacy for generations 
to come. As such, Pittsburgh History and Landmark Foundation 
designated structures are subject to interpretation.

Development sites within the Oakland Civic Center Historic 
District must also comply with the Design Guidelines for the 
historic district. Proposed projects impacting historic resources 
on campus are encouraged to follow the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
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ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

The University will maintain the existing high-quality design and 
construction that is fundamental to the campus.  The campus 
architecture is both the functional and the symbolic embodiment 
of a state-related, public university.  

Unless the goal is a preservation project, material palettes 
and architectural details should contribute to a contextual 
and integrated aesthetic with an objective to design fifty year 
buildings.

Architectural character will create an identifiable presence for 
each area of the campus that is distinct based on its geographic 
location.  The architectural character of the University can be 
categorized into four distinct areas of campus:

The Cathedral of Learning is a signature-landmark building 
within the Oakland Civic Center.  It is a physical representation 
of the University brand, the axis-mundi, and a campus icon.  It 
serves as a way finding element on campus and a beacon of 
the University visible from a distance off-campus. Therefore, 
development should reinforce the Cathedral of Learning as a 
focal point building that remains the most prominent focus in the 
built environment.

Residential Areas and Recreational Facilities:

West Hilltop, Hilltop, Hillside, Lower Hillside 

Litchfield Towers designed by Deeter & Ritchey in 1963 serve as 
the iconic residence hall for freshman students.  A move toward 
a dynamic, transformative architectural style that elevated the 
adjacent buildings. New residential and recreational buildings 
should exemplify strong, clean lines, and more contemporary 
design than those in the Oakland Civic Center. Offsets and 
articulated massing should be incorporated to reduce the scale 
of larger buildings. Building roofs may be sloped or flat with 
articulated parapets and corner elements to accent significant 
focal points or entries.

Residential buildings should possess a finer-grain using smaller 
building footprints and proportional building heights that support 
livability, intimacy, and outdoor gathering spaces.

Building envelopes should have a well-organized material palette 
with unitized masonry and strong horizontal or vertical rhythms.     

 

East Campus Development Areas:

East Campus, South Craig 

Development in east campus areas should maintain the 
simplified architectural styles utilized in the existing buildings. 
New buildings should have simple, bold forms articulated with 
offsets, unique and interesting volumes.

Residential buildings in the east campus should be of a finer-
grain scale, using smaller building footprints and proportional 
building heights that support livability, intimacy and outdoor 
gathering spaces.

Building roofs may be sloped and surfaced with materials similar 
to or compatible with the roof of the University Club. Gable and 
or hip roof conditions and corner towers are acceptable for 
“landmark” buildings.  Roofs may be flat, when appropriate, with 
articulated parapets. 

West Campus Development Areas:

Medical, Forbes/Fifth, Lower Campus 

Development in west campus areas should maintain the high-
quality design and construction of the campus architecture. New 
construction should emphasize design that has strong, clean 
contemporary lines that does not replicate the historic fabric 
found in the Oakland Civic Center. 

Existing buildings should be updated and refurbished to create 
a meaningful expression along the major public corridors to 
enhance the as well as support non-traditional, professional and 
community-oriented learning.

5.3.2 Architectural Guidelines

Oakland Civic Center: 

Mid-Campus, Lower Campus, Cathedral of Learning, 
Schenley Park/Museum

The Oakland Civic Center area is characterized by buildings 
in the Gothic Revival style including the Cathedral of Learning, 
Heinz Chapel, and Stephen Foster Memorial designed by 
Charles Klauder as well as Clapp Hall designed by Trautwein 
& Howard. This area also includes the Greek Revival style as 
represented by Alumni & Eberly Hall and the Italianate style as 
represented by Bellefield Hall designed by Benno Jannsen. 

Buildings in the Oakland Civic Center maintain lofty design 
principles and include features not apparent in other areas of 
the campus: cornices, crenellation along parapets, entablatures, 
mansards, moldings, pediments and other detailing in a subtle 
contrasting color may be applied to all buildings. Windows are 
predominantly uniform rectangular modules with fixed, single, or 
double hung units.

New construction within the Oakland Civic Center should be 
executed to respond contextually with the existing exterior 
architecture in design and craftsmanship as represented by 
original campus buildings but should not replicate the historic 
fabric. Building facades should have offsets and articulation 
to reflect interior floor plans. Building roofs may be flat with 
articulated parapets.  Mansard roofs and bell towers may be 
used for “landmark” buildings and to emphasize main entries or 
focal points. Pilasters, arches, window and doorway recesses 
and projections, and similar features may be used to create 
interest and articulate building forms. 
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Material colors:

• Select primary materials to complement material 
palette of existing buildings

• Secondary materials and color may be used to 
highlight changes in plane or material

Additional high quality materials and color variations not listed 
above may be selected and approved during the design review 
process.

Discouraged Materials:

The following materials do not contribute to the sense of quality, 
permanence, and aesthetic beauty on campus and are therefore 
discouraged. 

• Jumbo/oversized brick

• Mirrored, highly-tinted, or highly-reflective glass

• Fiber cement panels

• Split face block

• Synthetic stucco/EIFS

• Vinyl or aluminum siding 

• Concrete block

• Exposed aggregate concrete wall panels

• T-111 or other composite plywood siding

Texture

Buildings should activate the streets and spaces around them 
and entice people to approach them and interact with them. 
Façade treatment techniques that utilize lighting, shadow, 
patterns, and material textures can enrich facades and special 
parts of buildings. 

• Lighting: Consider interior and exterior lighting that 
highlights important or special parts of buildings. Use 
lighting to add visual interest to rooftop or skyline features 
at key focal points, and along prominent facades. Balance 
these and any other lighting features with sustainability 
goals for campus.

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

Facades

The University’s environment is an eclectic mix of architectural 
styles: Art Deco, Beaux Art, Brutalist, Neoclassical, Greek 
Revival, Italianate, Modernist, Post-modernist, Neo-Gothic, and 
Richardsonian Romanesque. These varied styles, scales, and 
materials stem from campus expansions as well as acquisitions 
of former civic institutions, office buildings, hotels, and apartment 
buildings. The predominant palette of existing buildings includes 
tan brick, limestone cladding, limestone or pre-cast trim/accents. 
Cast-in-place concrete and precast concrete panels are used on 
a number of contemporary buildings. 

Materials and color help create a cohesive campus character. 
While the stylistic expression and form of new buildings can vary, 
they should generally extend the existing palette. High quality, 
durable materials should be used for all projects. Areas of glass 
and metal (curtainwall or window wall) can express important 
interior spaces, highlight active ground floors, terminate vistas, 
and create aesthetic variety. Unless otherwise approved by the 
University, materials for all new construction must comply with 
the requirements of Pitt’s Facilities Management Professional 
Design Manual.

Encouraged and preferred primary materials for new buildings:

• Brick; modular

• Terracotta; flamed; honed and water-jet 

• Limestone; Smooth; bush-hammer

• Pre-cast concrete

• Architectural Concrete: Formed, polished panelized, 
scored, and textured 

• Glass: transparent, translucent, fritted, tinted, 
laminated, impact resistant, and fire-proof

Encouraged and preferred accent or secondary materials for 
new buildings:

• All materials listed as permitted primary materials

• Metal: aluminum, zinc, copper, painted 

• Stone: natural and cast stone 

Top to bottom from left to right: University of Pittsburgh buildings - Schenley Quadrangle, Benedum Hall addition, Old Engineering Building and Allen Hall, 
Petersen Events Center, Panther Hall and The Graduate School of Public Health.
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• Where appropriate, important interior spaces (common 
areas, collaboration spaces, etc.) should be highly 
transparent and ex-pressed as an architectural feature in 
the design of the façade.

• Bird safe glazing techniques should be considered on 
new construction and major redevelopment projects, 
depending on location and wildlife risk profiles. Windows 
that pose the highest risk for bird collisions are typically 
the first 60 feet of glazing particularly areas adjacent to 
trees and landscaping as well as the first 15 feet above a 
green roof.

Equipment

Without proper consideration, building HVAC equipment can 
create negative impacts on the aesthetic quality of a building. 
Appropriate techniques for minimizing impacts of building 
equipment include:

• Rooftop or penthouse screens and scrim walls that 
appear to dissipate into the sky.

• Ventilation screens and louvers that are integrated into the 
overall facade design.

• Expressing unique forms or elements of equipment or 
equipment spaces as an architectural design element. 
This is typically most appropriate for certain lab, research, 
or healthcare buildings.

• Shadow: Create depth to facades by utilizing shadows 
and shadow lines. Utilize projecting eaves, cornices, bays, 
louvers, balconies, and other building elements to cast 
shadows and add dynamism to facades.

• Pattern: Utilize balanced repetition and alternation of 
elements such as windows; material, color, or texture 
changes; mullions and spandrels; lighting; and textured 
screens to add the sense of layers, rhythm, and 
movement to a building.

• Textured Materials: Use a range of material textures 
(smooth to course, fat to formed) to add dimension or 
emphasis to façade elements. 

Glazing/Fenestration

Windows and window patterns play a large role in activating 
building facades and creating the sense of vibrancy and safety.

• Ground floors along primary streets, sidewalks, plazas, 
or other publicly accessible open space should be highly 
transparent to create a visual connection between interior 
and exterior spaces. Ground floor facades in these 
locations should strive to provide ground floor windows 
that cover at least 50 percent of the exterior wall from 2 
feet to 10 feet above grade. Ground floor glazing should 
be impact resistant, laminated glass as required by code.  
Windows into storage areas, parking and building support 
spaces do not count in the percentage. Artwork may be 
proposed in lieu of glazing where program dictates uses 
that are not conducive to windows.

• The percentage of glazing and window sizes for upper 
floors should optimize interior daylighting needs and 
programmatic requirements.

• Large, blank facades should be avoided unless required 
for specific functional purposes. Interior programs that 
result in such facades should be located to eliminate 
or minimize their negative impact on primary streets or 
spaces.

Top to bottom from left to right: The George Washington University - Milken School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins Medical Institute, Minnesota State University 
- Mankato New Student Dining, University of Pikeville - Health Professions Education Building, University of Delaware - Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering 
Lab Clemson University - Douthit Hills Housing Development.
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CAMPUS VIEWS & VISTAS

Pittsburgh’s complex topography affects views within and 
beyond the campus-built environment and makes a visual 
impression from the surrounding Oakland neighborhood. 
The Cathedral of Learning is the central visual landmark and 
organizing element on the Pitt Campus. The Cathedral is also 
a symbolic marker of Pitt’s presence and is visible throughout 
Oakland and many portions of the City, including Downtown. 

Important views include:

• The Cathedral and campus from University Drive and 
from the upper terrace of Petersen Events Center

• The formal relationship between buildings adjacent 
to Cathedral of Learning and Soldiers and Sailors 
Memorial Hall

• Cathedral of Learning as a focal point looking east or 
west along Forbes Avenue

• Looking northwest from Schenley Park toward 
campus

• Looking from the hilltop toward Downtown Pittsburgh

Important street corridors and vistas include:

• The high-density street walls of Forbes and Fifth 
avenues

• Thackeray and University Place terminating into 
Greek revival campus buildings

• The high-density street walls and grade change of 
Darragh and Lothrop Streets

• De Soto Street’s termination, with significant grade 
change, into the Petersen Events Center entry 

• Bellefield Avenue views of the Cathedral of Learning 
terminated by the Carnegie Museum

CAMPUS VIEWS & VISTAS

Center: View of Cathedral of Learning from Forbes Ave

Bottom: De Soto St terminating into Petersen Events Center

Top: View of Cathedral of Learning from Petersen Events Center

5.3.3 Site Development and Civic Realm
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CIVIC REALM + STREETSCAPES

The University’s 2019 Campus Master Plan assessed and 
categorized Pitt’s public realm for general attractiveness and 
pedestrian comfort. High quality public realm spaces provide a 
generous landscape that has a high level of greenery, attractive 
and natural plantings, and tree canopy; adequate pedestrian 
and bicycle access; pedestrian amenities; and a generally flat 
(or gently sloping) environment. Low-quality public realm spaces 
typically lack sidewalks or feature poor pedestrian routes, a lack 
of green space and/or an abundance of hardscaped surfaces, 
and steep slopes.

The following public realm deficiencies are noted in the 
Campus Master Plan and are opportunities for improvement in 
conjunction with projects identified in the ten-year development 
envelope: 

• Forbes and Fifth are the main east-west axes through 
Oakland and suffer from mixed quality, sidewalk condition, 
and limited vegetation.

• Narrow sidewalks on main streets contribute to 
congestion and uncomfortable pedestrian environments.

• Contiguous high-quality public realm exists at Schenley 
Plaza, Cathedral, Pitt Union, Soldiers and Sailors 
Memorial, and along O’Hara Street.

• High-quality open spaces exist along the Bigelow 
Boulevard/O’Hara Street east/west corridor but reduce in 
quality moving west.

• High-quality open spaces along the hillside are difficult to 
access.

• Moderate-quality open spaces on the hilltop lack formality.

• Moderate-quality open spaces on south campus are 
primarily hardscaped spaces.

• Mixed-quality spaces exist within Central Oakland and the 
Craig Street corridor.

• Providing multi-modal access to vehicles, bicycles 
and pedestrians within a limited infrastructure prompts 
concern for workable solutions.

Top: “Forbes Avenue” - example of low/difficult public realm quality
Bottom: “Schenley Drive” - example of high public realm quality

PUBLIC REALM
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2. runoff falls into underground water pipe
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planter
4. water distributed to tree
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methods that help establish healthy street trees. The foremost of 
these is providing adequate soil volume for the mature growth of 
the tree. The larger the soil volume, the greater growth the tree 
will have. In cases where there is limited real estate to provide 
adequate soil for the tree, the addition of structured cells that 
allow for root growth under adjacent sidewalks and hardscape is 
suggested. 

Green Streets

Green Streets integrate best management practices for 
stormwater management and safely accommodate the mobility 
needs of all users. Planting strips and tree pits are opportunities 
to capture run-off from the adjacent streets and/or sidewalks 
and return the runoff into the groundwater immediately. Green 
Streets are designed to provide percolation of the run-off into the 
groundwater system as opposed to the run-off being directed 
straight to the stormwater sewer system. 

Section Through O’Hara Street

Existing

Proposed

Streetscapes

Streets are a key component of the open space framework, 
creating campus edges and links to the adjacent community. 
Streets provide a strong sense of place and contribute to the 
campus and neighborhood identity. 

Campus Streets intersecting core campus spaces should have 
an emphasis on pedestrian circulation while accommodating 
vehicles. Bump-outs at pedestrian crosswalks allow for narrower 
crossings and have the added benefit of slowing traffic due to 
the narrower travel lanes. Campus streets can support raised, 
tabletop crossings that prioritize pedestrians. Changes in the 
pavement material at these crossings add a visual cue for 
drivers that they are entering a pedestrian zone.   Consistently 
addressing crosswalks in this manner throughout campus has 
the added benefit of delineating campus within the larger city 
context. Street trees, benches, and pedestrian scale lighting all 
contribute to the character of these streets. 

Streets at the perimeter of campus can create a defined edge 
by implementing consistent materials, plantings, banners, and 
signage. Expanding the campus landscape material palette to 
these edges will help identify the Pitt campus within the city. 
These streets provide an opportunity to add banners, signage, 
and gateways marking the campus threshold and should be 
designed in conjunction with campus gateways.  

Street Trees

Landscaping and screening are required by the City of Pittsburgh 
zoning ordinance Chapter 918. Urban Forestry is also a 
concern for major project development due to its impact and 
effect on the environment. They have beneficial environmental 
aspects including reduced heat gain in an urban setting but 
just as importantly, trees have great-perceived safety impacts 
for pedestrians. There is an added sense of security from the 
simple addition of a traditional tree lawn. Trees planted between 
the pedestrian sidewalk and the edge of curb provide a much-
appreciated separation between pedestrians and vehicles. 
Healthy and well-established canopy trees provide a beautiful 
setting for the pedestrian and driver alike. There are several 

Along O’hara Street, a flexible and typical setback from curb 
to building facade should be 17’-6” to 25’-6” to allow for a 10-
18 foot planting and amenity zone along the building, a 7’-6” 
sidewalk, a 6 foot bike land and a 5 foot planting strip separating 
bike lanes from vehicular traffic.
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Streetscape Improvements

Because Pitt is in an urban context, streets are the primary 
way pedestrians navigate the campus. Three street types are 
identified in the Campus Master Plan: campus spine streets, 
connector streets, and arterial corridors. The Guidelines outline 
the approach to each street type and include opportunities for 
sidewalk, stormwater, landscape, and branding improvements. 

• Campus Spine: The campus spine streets are defined 
as the areas of O’Hara and Terrace streets that have 
University property on both sides. Currently these streets 
are car dominant, lack identity, and have few trees. 
Development sites along this corridor should strive to 
achieve a collegiate character and greater pedestrian 
focus. Improvements such as removing parallel parking, 
adding a planted area to buffer pedestrians from vehicles 
and capture stormwater runoff, adding street trees, 
improving sidewalks, and integrating branded University 
elements such as banners should be considered. 

• Connector Streets: A series of connector streets 
intersects with the campus spine corridor. To improve 
their character, development along these streets should 
include additional planting areas and trees. These 
interventions will also improve pedestrian safety and 
advance the University’s sustainability goals.

• Arterial Streets: The Forbes and Fifth Corridor is the 
most challenging area to improve. These streets are 
major arterials for the city, have narrow sidewalks 
with limited building setbacks, and are important 
retail centers. They are also important to the campus 
experience. Improvements should include adding street 
trees, enhancing pedestrian safety at intersections, 
creating building setbacks where possible to widen the 
sidewalks, and adding technology and signage to improve 
wayfinding and the retail experience. Any improvements 
in this area require a partnership between Pitt and key 
stakeholders from the community, city, and organizations 
in the area.

Top and Bottom: Pratt Street Redevelopment - Baltimore. MD

CAMPUS STREET TYPOLOGY
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LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACES 

Formal Open Spaces

There are three main open spaces that are iconic to Oakland and 
Pitt. Schenley Plaza, the Cathedral of Learning, and the forecourt 
of the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall are high-quality and 
popular landscaped spaces. These spaces are connected by a 
network of wide sidewalks and continuous tree canopy. Schenley 
Plaza, while not part of the University, it is a favorite destination 
for Pitt students and the greater community. The Cathedral of 
Learning open space includes the Cathedral, the Stephen Foster 
Memorial, and Heinz Chapel. 

The forecourt of Soldiers and Sailor’s Memorial Hall and 
Museum, while not part of the University (though Pitt does own 
the parking lot below), features a large lawn fronting Fifth Avenue. 
A popular relaxation spot for Pitt students, Soldiers and Sailors 
has a master plan to improve this space in the near future. 

Secondary Open Spaces

Secondary open spaces on campus are typically hardscaped 
plazas fronting major buildings. Petersen Event Center Bowl 
offers visual relief between the upper campus residence halls 
and the public arena. This open space hosts student activities for 
orientation and graduation. 

Athletics and Recreation Spaces 

Petersen Sports Complex is home to dedicated athletics and 
recreation space. In addition, there are intramural fields on Trees 
Field and indoor athletics spaces in the Charles L. Cost Center 
and Pitt Sports Dome. Since all of these spaces exist on the 
hilltop, access for students, faculty, and staff can be challenging. 
The enhancement and addition of open spaces remains a priority 
for the University. 

Top: City of Pittsburgh - Schenley Plaza
Middle: University of Pittsburgh - Schenley Quadrangle
Bottom: University of Pittsburgh - Petersen Events Center

OPEN SPACE NETWORK
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Accessible Landscapes

The University of Pittsburgh would benefit greatly from a 
landscape and open space utilization plan.  A previous plan was 
completed in May 2002 that contained design concepts aimed 
toward long-term unification and cohesion for disparate parts of 
the Oakland Campus. 

Pitt is located in hilly terrain, with almost 400 feet of elevation 
change between the highest and lowest points on campus. 
North of Fifth Avenue, steep slopes are common, making 
connectivity and accessibility a challenge on campus. 
Pedestrians on De Soto, Darragh, and North Bouquet Streets 
(north of Fifth Avenue) must navigate a 5 to 10 per-cent slope 
without stairs. North of O’Hara and Terrace Streets, pedestrians 
must navigate a 15 to 25 percent slope with the assistance of 
stairs. These slopes present an accessibility challenge, reduce 
the viability of alternative modes of transportation, such as 
bicycles, and increase the need for accessible connections 
across campus.

Sustainable Landscapes and Habitat Restoration

University of Pittsburgh’s Oakland Campus intends to embrace 
biophilic design as an applied solution to integrate natural 
elements and processes with the built – environment. These are 
scalable measures that can be introduced at the community, 
precinct, building, or small – project level.

In the 2018 Pitt Sustainability Plan, Pitt committed to care for 
both the built and the natural environment to ensure responsible 
and efficient resource management and to continually strive 
to minimize the environmental impact of their operations. This 
commitment, under the heading of Landscape and Ecology, 
states that Pitt will cultivate sustainable landscapes that increase 
biodiversity and enrich all ecosystems services, which are vital to 
environmental and human health and well-being.

The Goals and Aspirations referenced in the Plan include the 

following:

• Adhere to Pitt’s Sustainable Landscape Design Guidelines in 
all new landscape designs

• Increase tree canopy by 50% and replace 15% of lawn area 
with indegineous and adapted plants by 2030. (from 2017 
baseline).

• Maintain at least 75% of landscaped areas in accordance 
with Northeast Organic Farming 

Top: University of Pittsburgh - Accessibility landscape In Schenley Quad 
Bottom: University of Delaware - Interdisciplinary Science and Engineer Lab 
Plaza

STEEP SLOPES



TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPEUniversity of Pittsburgh Institutional Master Plan24 25

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

DRAFT
4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9

ART ON CAMPUS

Public Art installations on campus beautify the campus and are 
a means of expressing the activities and values of the institution 
not only to the campus community but also to the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Public art opportunities should be evaluated with 
each project and should be included in open spaces wherever 
appropriate. Creating a design review for selection or approval of 
donated pieces will allow Pitt to have experts in the field evaluate, 
and potentially help site each new acquisition.

WAYFINDING

Gateways & Campus Arrival Points

One of Pitt’s strongest assets is its urban context. The campus 
and city blend together creating a distinctive experience. While 
this relationship between the city and the University should be 
maintained, there are several key campus arrival points that need 
to be improved. The Campus Master Plan identifies a series of 
key intersections for enhancing wayfinding, pedestrian safety, 
and the sense of place. Improvements include signage, public 
art, enhancements to streets and sidewalks, and green space 
and trees. Since these intersections are also arrival points for 
adjacent neighborhoods and institutions, any improvements will 
need partner input. Addressing these arrival points will improve 
the overall campus and Oakland experience.

Pedestrian Wayfinding & Building Identification

The wayfinding system proposed by the city of Pittsburgh will 
facilitate navigation to a wide- variety destinations in wide – 
variety destinations in decreasing order of geographic scale:

• Neighborhoods
• Districts
• Individual Attractions 

Campus signage provides much-needed wayfinding clarity 
on campus while also welcoming individuals to the campus. 
Signage is primarily intended for first-time or infrequent visitors 
and is divided into two hierarchies: vehicular signage and 
pedestrian signage. Vehicular signage guides to parking and key 
destinations, while pedestrian signage provides orientation and 
guidance to destinations when traveling on foot. The system 
of signs and messages reinforces the institutional brand while 
delivering clear and simple navigational guidance.

Top: University of Pittsburgh - Light Up Sculpture
Bottom: Howard Community College - Signage and Wayfinding

CAMPUS ARRIVAL POINTS
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Ten-Year Development Sites

1 | CATHEDRAL OF LEARNING DISTRICT    28

2 | EAST CAMPUS DISTRICT 34

3 | FORBES/FIFTH DISTRICT 44

4 | HILLSIDE DISTRICT 54

5 | HILLTOP DISTRICT 62

6 | LOWER CAMPUS DISTRICT 78

7 | LOWER HILLSIDE DISTRICT 96

8 | MEDICAL DISTRICT 108

9 | MID CAMPUS DISTRICT 120

10 | SCHENLEY PARK/ MUSEUM DISTRICT 134

11 | SOUTH CRAIG DISTRICT 140

12 | WEST HILLTOP DISTRICT 146

2

12 5
19

7
4

10

11

6

8

3

5.3.4   District Guidelines

TEN YEAR DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPE


